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Customary Care 
“Cherishing Children, Family 

and Community” 

Payukotayno’s customary care model 
focuses on reunification of the family 

and sees First Nations as partners in 

protecting and caring for children and 

promoting the wellbeing of families and 

community. 
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Fax: 705 658 2702 

E-mail: Elizabeth.Kamalatisit@payukotayno.ca  

50 Bay Road 

P.O. Box 189 

Moosonee, ON 

P0L 1Y0 

Payukotayno: James and Hudson Bay Family Services 

CHIEF AND COUNCIL                                             

The Chief aŶd CouŶĐil plaǇ a ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt ƌole 
ďǇ pƌoǀidiŶg ĐustoŵaƌǇ Đaƌe aŶd eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ safe 
house deĐlaƌaioŶs.  

The Chief aŶd CouŶĐil ǁill aĐt as a liaisoŶ to all 
otheƌ paƌtŶeƌs ǁheŶ ŶeĐessaƌǇ. 

PAYUKOTAYNO                                     

PaǇukotaǇŶo ǁill Đoopeƌate ǁith otheƌ ŵeŵďeƌs 
of the ĐiƌĐle iŶ pƌoǀidiŶg foƌ the ďest iŶteƌest of 
the Đhild. 

PaǇukotaǇŶo ǁill pƌoǀide suppoƌt to the           
ĐustoŵaƌǇ Đaƌegiǀeƌs aŶd ĐoŶsult ǁith the       
CustoŵaƌǇ Caƌe Coŵŵitees aŶd Chiefs aŶd  
CouŶĐils of eǀeƌǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. 

PaǇukotaǇŶo ǁill ĐoŶiŶue to eǆeƌĐise its authoƌitǇ 
ǁith ƌespeĐt to Đhild pƌoteĐioŶ ŵateƌs if         
ŶeĐessaƌǇ. 

PaǇukotaǇŶo ǁill ĐoŶduĐt assessŵeŶts of Đhild’s 
Ŷeeds aŶd seek iŶŶoǀaiǀe ǁaǇs of ŵeeiŶg those 
Ŷeeds ǁithiŶ the Đhild’s hoŵe ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ oƌ Fiƌst 
NaioŶ. 

Traditional Customary Care refers to an  
arrangement whereby an extended family 
member or other community member takes 
over the care of another family’s children    
because the parents are unable to provide 
care or protect the children.  These private 
arrangements are negotiated between parents 
and caregivers without Payukotayno’s formal 
involvement. 
 

Formal Customary Care is used to describe 
placement of a child considered to be in need 
of protection with alternative caregivers      
pursuant to a First Nation Band Council     
Declaration and /or BCR  and a Customary 
Care Agreement that is entered into by the 
First  Nation, family and Payukotayno.       
Customary Caregivers receive a subsidy 
equivalent to  agency Foster Care rates and 
the placement is supervised by Payukotayno.  
Though the child is in care of Payukotayno 
“Days in care” DO NOT count  



 CHILD                                                                       

The Đhild is the ĐeŶteƌ of the ĐiƌĐle; aŶǇ otheƌ     
paƌtŶeƌs iŶ the ĐiƌĐle ŵaǇ ďe the eŶtƌǇ poiŶt of    
IŶteƌǀeŶioŶ to the Đhild aŶd all paƌies Đollaďoƌate 
aŶd Đoopeƌate iŶ the ďest iŶteƌest of the Đhild 

IMMEDIATE AND EXTENDED FAMILY  

As paƌt of the CustoŵaƌǇ Caƌe ŵodel, the eǆteŶded 
faŵilǇ is ǀeƌǇ iŵpoƌtaŶt iŶ ƌeĐoŵŵeŶdiŶg the ŵost 
suitaďle aŶd appƌopƌiate hoŵe foƌ the Đhild iŶ Ŷeed. 

CUSTOMARY CARE COMMITTEE                         

The CustoŵaƌǇ Caƌe Coŵŵitee is ŵade up of a 
ŵeŵďeƌ of the Fiƌst NaioŶ CouŶĐil, Eldeƌs aŶd otheƌ 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ ŵeŵďeƌs.  This Đoŵŵitee deĐides oƌ 
aiƌŵs Đaƌe to ďe giǀeŶ to the Đhild iŶ Ŷeed aŶd  
pƌoǀides ĐouŶsel to paƌeŶts aŶd Đaƌegiǀeƌs.  This 
Coŵŵitee also pƌoǀides adǀisoƌǇ seƌǀiĐes to     
PaǇukotaǇŶo ǁith ƌespeĐt to Đaƌegiǀeƌs aŶd safe 
houses ǁithiŶ the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. 

The CustoŵarǇ Care faŵilǇ has the ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ of 
pƌoǀidiŶg a safe aŶd staďle ŶuƌtuƌiŶg faŵilǇ eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt 
that stƌiǀes to ŵeet the Ŷeeds of Đhild;ƌeŶͿ iŶ theiƌ Đaƌe. 

CUSTOMARY CARE PLACEMENT PRIORITIES 

 Iŵŵediate faŵilǇ iŶ the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ where the 
Đhild is resideŶt. 

 EǆteŶded faŵilǇ iŶ the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ where the 
Đhild is resideŶt. 

 Iŵŵediate faŵilǇ iŶ ŶeighďouriŶg First NaioŶ 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. 

 EǆteŶded faŵilǇ iŶ ŶeighďouriŶg First NaioŶ 
ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. 

 AŶother First NaioŶ or IŶdiaŶ faŵilǇ withiŶ the 
Đhild’s hoŵe ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ.  

 AŶother First NaioŶ or IŶdiaŶ faŵilǇ withiŶ the 
Đhild’s First NaioŶ. 

 AŶother First NaioŶ or IŶdiaŶ faŵilǇ withiŶ the 
pareŶt’s First NaioŶ 

 AŶother First NaioŶ or IŶdiaŶ faŵilǇ withiŶ 
ŶeighďouriŶg First NaioŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. 

CUSTOMARY CARE AGREEMENTS aƌe a ǁƌiteŶ plaŶ    
outliŶe the aƌƌaŶgeŵeŶts ďetǁeeŶ the PaƌeŶt;sͿ, Đhild 
oǀeƌ ϭϮ Ǉeaƌs, CustoŵaƌǇ Caƌegiǀeƌs, BaŶd CouŶĐil aŶd 
PaǇukotaǇŶo; iŶĐludiŶg ďut Ŷot liŵited to: 
 The legal status/ĐustodǇ of the Đhild 

 RespoŶsiďiliies of ŵeet the Đhild;ƌeŶͿ’s Ŷeeds & 
ƌights: 

EduĐaioŶ, ClothiŶg, ReĐƌeaioŶ, ƌeligious/
spiƌitual, deŶtal/ ŵediĐal/ eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ, ǀisits 

 FiŶaŶĐes 

 MoŶitoƌiŶg/doĐuŵeŶtaioŶ 

 PlaŶŶiŶg aŶd Reǀieǁ 

 

The pƌiŵaƌǇ goal of the CustoŵaƌǇ Caƌe Pƌogƌaŵ is to      
tƌaŶsiioŶ ĐhildƌeŶ fƌoŵ ďeiŶg iŶ the Đaƌe of the ageŶĐǇ to 
ďeiŶg ƌeuŶited peƌŵaŶeŶtlǇ ǁith faŵilǇ ǁith Ŷo fuƌtheƌ   
iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt fƌoŵ PaǇukotaǇŶo.  

 

CUSTOMARY CARE IS VOLUNTARY aŶd pƌeseƌǀes the Đhild’s 
heƌitage, Đultuƌal tƌadiioŶs aŶd Đultuƌal ideŶitǇ ǁhile          
assuƌiŶg ĐoŶŶeĐioŶ to faŵilǇ aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd ĐoŶiŶuitǇ 
of lifestǇle. 

 

ADMISSION of a Đhild uŶdeƌ a CustoŵaƌǇ Caƌe AgƌeeŵeŶt is 
ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded foƌ a situaioŶ iŶ ǁhiĐh: 

 a Đhild’s ĐoŶiŶued pƌeseŶĐe iŶ the hoŵe Đƌeates a 
situaioŶ of ƌisk to the Đhild foƌ haƌŵ oƌ iŶjuƌǇ; oƌ, 

 the paƌeŶts aƌe uŶaďle to pƌoǀide foƌ the Ŷeeds of the 
Đhild; oƌ, 

 Ŷo less ƌestƌiĐiǀe Đouƌse of aĐioŶ, suĐh as hoŵe  
seƌǀiĐe oƌ KiŶship SeƌǀiĐe to the faŵilǇ is appƌopƌiate; 
oƌ, 

 the Đhild iŶ ƋuesioŶ is less thaŶ siǆteeŶ Ǉeaƌs of age; 
aŶd, 

 the paƌeŶt is pƌepaƌed to ŵaiŶtaiŶ ĐoŶtaĐt ǁith the 
Đhild aŶd ďe iŶǀolǀed iŶ the Đhild’s Đaƌe; aŶd, 

 all paƌies to the agƌeeŵeŶt agƌee to the teƌŵs aŶd 
ĐoŶdiioŶs of the agƌeeŵeŶt; aŶd, 

 aŶ appƌopƌiate ƌesideŶial plaĐeŵeŶt that is likelǇ to 
ďeŶeit the Đhild is aǀailaďle.  


